
NEWS FROM THE DEN 

January 1, 2018 

Happy New Year!  We hope that everyone had a most enjoyable       

holiday, even with the additional snow!   

 

The time period between now and Spring Break is a critical time to     

consolidate the learning that occurred this fall and to build on the      

acquisition of new knowledge and skills. The habit of “Sharpening the 

Saw” is critical , and this is a good time to renew scheduling to get      

students attending school regularly and on time.  It is also an ideal time 

to focus on your child’s study skills and reading activities. Proper sleep,  

nourishment and exercise will help support your child’s learning and 

health.  Our staff thank you for the work you do at home to ensure your 

child is healthy, prepared for school, and ready to learn. As we are at 

the start of our second term, we are focussed again on helping students 

do their very best work, demonstrating the 7 Habits of Happy Kids, and 

finding success in their studies, each day, and every day.  
 

Why is our Learning Commons not called the ‘library’?  The ‘hub’ of the 

school is no longer  the traditional ‘quiet workspace’ of a library, but a 

dynamic and welcoming learning environment that collaboratively    

fosters inquiry and knowledge creation for all learners in the school   

community.  Our school’s inclusive Learning Commons houses flexible 

style seating, our virtual field trip system, a Maker Space, and helpful staff 

members to guide our students toward deep learning through inquiry, 

cooperative learning, and wonder.    

 

Frequently Asked Questions! 

When is the Learning Commons open for book exchange? 

Our Learning Commons is open each day at 8:00 am for parents and 

guardians to exchange books. We have "open circulation" time     

scheduled every day where students are able to exchange their books. 

When do students exchange their books? 

Our primary students have scheduled time once a week in the Learning 

Commons where they participate in a read-aloud, think-aloud and ex-

change their books. Intermediate students participate in "open circula-

tion" time where they exchange their books. 

How long can students keep their books? 

Primary students keep their books for one week, but are able to renew it 

provided it is not on reserve by another student. Intermediate students 

may keep their book for two weeks and are able to renew it if they are 

not finished. 

What happens if students have an overdue book? 

While students are encouraged to return their book by the due date, 

they are able to exchange their books during "open circulation" time 

with teacher permission. If a book has been overdue for 2 weeks, we will 

send a reminder notice home with a photo of the book.  

Did you know…  

Parents and guardians can set up an account and sign out books? 

www.bme.sd23.bc.ca 

www.sd23.bc.ca 

Principal:  

Mrs. Janet Williams 

Email Janet.Williams@sd23.bc.ca 

Vice Principal 

Mr. Adrian Zuyderduyn 

PHONE: (250)  870 -5143 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO NOTE: 

 Jan. 15th— Kelowna Rock-

ets visit BME—”Jersey Day” 

 Jan. 18th—PAC Meeting 

 Jan. 24th—Assembly 

 Jan 26th—Family Get      

Active Night 

 Jan. 30th—Community 

Evening at RSS @ 6:00 pm 

 Feb. 8th-9th—Student-led 

conferences (early dismissal 

days) 

 Feb. 5th—kindergarten          

registration opens (check 

www.sd23.bc.ca for more 

information) 



SLIDING HILL RULES 
 Dress for the activity,       

including snow pants, mitts, 

and a toque. 

 Ride sitting face front on 

the crazy carpets provided. 

 Ride the crazy carpets one 

at a time. 

 Wait until the rider before 

you has left the sliding run, 

and, then you can go. 

 Walk up the hill in the designated areas. 

 Have fun and be safe! 

SNOWBALL RULES 
 Throwing snowballs is not      

allowed at school. 

 Students are  reminded 

that the snow rules apply 

on your way to and from 

school.  

 Kicking snow at others is 

also not allowed. 

 These activities are considered to be highly 

unsafe by our school district.  

 We have a three strike rule—first offence,    

students will report to the office and com-

plete lines; second offence, they will go to the 

principal’s office, and parent will be contacted; 

and third offense the student will be suspended for 

one day due to disregarding and disrespecting 

our school code of conduct. 

 

IN-DAYS:  Please be aware 

that the school will call an ‘in-day’, 

particularly a morning ‘in-day’ 

when we know that the wind and 

the cold temperatures are well     

below –15 degrees.  On such an 

occasion, students must remain in 

the    hallways, and not in their un-

supervised classrooms, unless their 

teacher is present.  Please under-

stand, It is critical that students     

arrive at school each day prepared 

for cold weather. Parents should 

check the local forecast for up-to-

date weather information. Students 

must be dressed appropriately so 

that they remain safe and          

comfortable during outside time.   

PARENT-TEACHER-STUDENT 

CONFERENCES:  These will take 

place on Thursday, February 8th and 

Friday, February 9th.  Students will have 

an early dismissal on these two days at 

12:30 pm.  Students will bring home   

information from their teacher             

regarding specific information         

concerning your conference time.  If 

you do not receive this information by 

February 2nd please contact the 

school office for 

details.  There 

will be child-

minding in the 

Learning     

Commons. 

Thank you to Ms. Detjen, our school’s 

musical director for her time, energy, 

and leadership in planning and         

supporting our students’ recent        

Christmas Concerts.  Bravo!  Bravo!! 



 Next Meeting 

is also a       

social! 
 

Thursday, January 

18 @ 6:00 pm at the 

Black Mountain Golf 

Course Club House 

Everyone is  

welcome! 
All parents &    

guardians welcome 

to attend! 

Child minding is not 

available at this 

meeting. 

1)  Hot Lunch Orders for Jan., Feb. and March hot lunch 

 menus are now open.  January hot lunch orders are 

 due by Jan. 5th.  Feb. orders are due on Jan. 30th.  

 Please ensure your accounts are up to date.  You can 

 order online at  

 https://blackmountainelementary.hotlunches.net 

 or, paper orders are found at the office.    
 

2) So appreciated! To all our parents  who 

helped put on the Staff  Appreciation 

Luncheon and by donating their won-

derful salads, time and baked goods on 

Dec. 22nd.  All of our staff greatly appre-

ciated being treated to the lovely re-

ception.  As well, thank you to the PAC 

for the appetizers during our Christmas 

concert. 

 

 
We invite all parents to come to our PAC Meeting—it’s a great 

opportunity to meet other families, ask questions, and share 

your opinions and advice on creating the best learning     

community for your child! 

VACATIONS AND EXTENDED ABSENCES— Each year we are approached by an increasing 

number of parents who wish to take their child out of school for extended periods, usually for family 

plans or family business. We do not have a “leave of absence” policy.  Rather, it is assumed that      

parents will make decisions in the best interests of their child. 

We are respectful that many families have family members far away, and spending time with them is   

important.  Difficulties arise when parents wish to have reassurances that their child will not be behind 

in their work when they return.  When your child misses school for extended periods, he or she will be 

behind in classroom work.  Missed instruction time cannot be made up 

because complete lessons cannot be retaught.  Students may have    

cultural and travel experiences which contribute to their development, 

but, please understand, the varied daily classroom activities they miss 

cannot be duplicated through worksheets or workbooks.   

Check out our website at http://www.bme.sd23.bc.ca/Parents/

longtermabsence/Pages/default.aspx  for a printable workbook that you 

can use to keep learning moving forward during long absences. 

https://blackmountainelementary.hotlunches.net
http://www.bme.sd23.bc.ca/Parents/longtermabsence/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.bme.sd23.bc.ca/Parents/longtermabsence/Pages/default.aspx


BE ON TIME…. 

 
☺ A New Year resolution…. it’s a good 

time to refocus on arriving at school on 

time. We continue to have a             

significant number of students arrive 

late. Even a few minutes a day, adds 

up to substantial class time being 

missed over the year as well as          

additional teaching time lost for all  

students in the classroom while the 

teacher re-explains what is happening 

that    morning. When students miss the      

beginning of the day in class they miss 

important information about the day 

and sometimes very critical academic 

instruction.  I have watched the effect 

of students arriving late in classrooms 

and have noticed how disorientating it 

seems to be for the student who 

comes in part way through a lesson in 

progress.  Avoid the undue anxiety 

that being late 

can cause… 

school starts at 

8:25 am! 

 

 
 

Electronic devices ... 
After the holidays, we often see students coming to school with a variety of new 

electronic devices.  Entertainment-type electronic devices are not recommended 

at school or at school sponsored activities. And the school will not be held             

responsible for the loss of personal items brought to schools such as :  IPads, tablets, 

game systems, etc.  Cell phones are allowed at school, but must only be turned on 

before or after school.  We recognize that having a cell phone is a great way for 

families to communicate with other by voice or text; however, the temptation to 

‘text’ between students is just too great for some students and so we ask that all 

phones be completely turned off and kept tucked away during the school day 

(unless otherwise indicated by classroom teacher).  Please remember that if you 

need to get a message to your child during the school day, please call the office 

and we will make sure the message is relayed. 

 

 Kindergarten Registration for the     

upcoming school year opens on   

February 5, 2018  @ 7:00 am 

 Students must be turning 5 before 

Dec. 31, 2018 to be eligible. 

 Birth certificate and proof of            

residency required. 

 To register new students for our 

school’s waitlist, parents will do the 

following: 

 In order to complete the online 

registration process you must also; 

 Provide to the school two pieces 

of BC ID (BC Care Card, and one 

other proof of residency); 

 Please bring your child’s birth    

certificate to the school for            

copying 

http://www.sd23.bc.ca/DistrictInfo/schoolenrollment/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.sd23.bc.ca/DistrictInfo/schoolenrollment/Pages/default.aspx


 
 

 
 
 

We are still accepting donations for our playground enhancement project.  

Our largest donations have come from the following individuals/

organizations/businesses:   
 

Black Mountain Elementary PAC 

Western Financial Group (Kang-Ghag Family) 

Candel Custom Homes Ltd. (Therrien Family) 

Kairos Foundation (Brinkerhoff Family) 

Melhoff Ventures Inc. 

Flight Craft  (Gorda Family) 

Chishiro Family 

Big Rock Consulting Inc. (Wightman Family) 

The Schultz Family 

The Burton Family 

The Judge Family 

The Theriault Family 

The Block Family 

The Rai Family 

Interior Savings 

TOTAL:  $20,700 


