
NEWS FROM THE DEN 

March 1, 2018 

It has been my pleasure and privilege to be the principal of Black     

Mountain for the past 5 years.  While it is hard to leave this school I am 

excited to help lead at another school.  I am reminded that every year 

we ask our students to leave one classroom to start fresh in a new 

class.  While we all find it hard to make these changes it is what leads to 

new challenges and keeps learning exciting.   

 

Black Mountain is a special community!  Thank you students for your 

smiles, your laughter, your friendliness, and your enthusiasm.  Thank you 

parents for always supporting and encouraging learning. Thank you to 

our support staff for staying committed to inclusiveness and focused on 

student achievement.  Thank you to our dedicated PAC who continually 

advocate for positive changes to our school community.  Thank you to 

our teachers for their dedication to ensure each student succeeds – you 

are amazing creative individuals who bring your passion for learning    

daily. Thank you to our dedicated maintenance and custodial staff who 

keep our building clean and running properly. You are the best!  Thank 

you Mr. Zuyderduyn for helping me see the school community through a 

new lens when you arrived at BME.  And, thank you Mrs. Guidi and Mrs. 

Cairney for always bringing your kindness and humour to work each and 

every day. I will miss you all!  I will complete my role as principal at BME 

on March 16th. 

Yours in education, Janet Williams 
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Remember always choose 

healthy foods for your snacks! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES TO NOTE: 

 

 Mar. 2nd: Bottle Drive 

 Mar. 5th: Term 3 begins 

 Mar. 14th: Spirit Day 

 Mar. 15th: PAC Meeting 

 Mar. 15th: Report Cards  

Distributed 

 Mar. 15th: Clothing Drive 

Begins 

SPRING BREAK 

DATES: 

Monday, March 

19th  to  

Monday, April 2nd  

Welcome your new 

principal: 

 
 I am so looking forward to 

becoming part of the Black 

Mountain Elementary  fami-

ly’. After 25 years in this    

district, it is a distinct privi-

lege to be serving my own 

community. It is with great anticipation that I look       

forward to April 3, my official start date, to be working 

amongst  such a vibrant school community. 

 

Respectfully, 

Janet Slaney 



NEXT YEAR 

PLANS: 

 
Moving?   If you are planning to 

move out of our area and your child/

ren will not be attending Black Moun-

tain Elementary in the fall, please let 

Mrs. Cairney know in the office as 

soon as possible.  Staffing is             

dependent on student enrolment 

and we need to ensure that we 

have as accurate a count of stu-

dents. 

Requests?  Parents have an oppor-

tunity before May 31st, to hand in a 

written request regarding placement 

(not for a specific teacher) to the 

school principal for when we begin 

to tentatively place students in their 

next year’s classes.  There are forms 

at the office.  Please be aware that  

although we strive to accommodate 

parents’ wishes for placement, we 

may not place your child in the class-

room you have requested.  The final 

authority rests with the school. Thank 

you in advance for understanding of 

our placement protocol. 

Term 2 is just about completed, and Report Cards 

for Term 2 will be sent home on March 15th.  If you 

still have a report card cover , please sign and    

return it to school this week.  These covers will be 

needed again for the next 

reporting period.   Please 

know that if you missed 

the teacher-parent-

student led conferences 

held earlier in February, 

you can contact your 

child’s teacher at any 

time.  Your child’s success 

on their report card can be celebrated in many 

ways.  Here are 101 things you can say! 
 

101 Ways To Praise A Child 

 

Wow. Way to go. You're special. Outstanding. Excellent. 

Great. Good. Neat. Well done. Remarkable . I knew you 

could do it. I'm proud of you. Super Star. Nice work. Looking 

good. You're on top of it. You're catching on. Now you've got 

it. How smart. Good job. That's incredible. Hot dog. Remarka-

ble job. You're Beautiful. You're a winner. You make me hap-

py. Hip, Hip, Hooray. You're important. Magnificent. 

Beautiful. Fantastic. You're on target. You're on your way. 

How nice. You're Spectacular. You're Darling. Super. Super 

Job. Beautiful work. Good for you. Nothing can stop you 

now. Dynamite. You're fantastic. Awesome. You're precious. 

Fantastic job. You've discovered the secret. Bingo. Great dis-

covery. You're a real trooper. Marvelous. Terrific. You're 

growing up. Outstanding performance. You tried hard. You 

figured it out . What a good listener. You're a treasure . You 

mean a lot to me . You're a good friend . That's correct. A big 

hug. What an imagination. You learned it right. You're incred-

ible. Now you're flying. Bravo. Beautiful. I like you. I respect 

you. You're sensational. Phenomenal. A+ job. Hooray for you. 

You're unique. You care. Creative job. You belong. You 

brighten my day. Super work. That's the best. You made my 

day. I love you! Beautiful sharing. You mean the world to me. 

You're important. You've got a friend. You're a joy. You make 

me laugh . You're A - Okay—my buddy. I trust you. You are 

perfect. You're wonderful. A big kiss. Exceptional perfor-

mance . P.S. Remember, a smile is worth 1000 Words! 

As the fields begin to melt, it will get quite wet.  Best 

to pack an extra pair of socks and shoes for a while. 



 Next Meeting: 
 

Thursday,  

March 15th   

@ 6:00 pm in the 

BME Learning   

Commons 

 

All parents &  

guardians welcome 

to  attend! 

 

 
Child minding avail-

able for children  

(3 years and up). 

 

 Meet your new principal at March’s PAC Meeting. 

 

 April, May, June’s hot lunch orders will open shortly.  

Please check your accounts. All payments for hot 

lunches up until March are now due!! 

 

 Purdy’s Chocolate Fundraiser— Orders will be due by 

March 1st.   They will be sent home with  your child on 

March 14th. 

 
 Fun Fair—May 25th!  Save the date! 

 

Please come on out and be part of the BME 

team!!   
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Did you know that March 2nd is Dr. Seuss 

day? Many of our students will be participat-

ing in a variety of Dr. Seuss related activities 

including a virtual field trip. They will be 

learning about who Dr. Seuss was and how 

he changed children's books forever.  
  

Parents are encouraged to create an ac-

count in our Learning Commons and check 

out books to share with their child. The 

Learning Commons is open from 8:00 – 8:30 

each morning.  

 

Kenneth Oppel—Author 

Internationally bestselling            

Canadian author will be visiting 

Kelowna, and our students from  

Div. 9, 10 & 12 will be invited on a 

field trip to hear him present at 

the Mission Creek Alliance 

Church on March 6th.   



School Safety:  Safety is our number one 

concern here at Black Mountain       

Elementary.  As such, we would like to 

remind our parents of a number of   

security precautions in place: 

 

 All outside doors remain  locked 

during the day, except the front en-

trance door, which is visible to the office.   

 All visitors are asked to report to the office, sign in and 

out, and wear a visitor’s badge. 

 Playground supervision takes place in the morning, at 

lunch, and after school. 

 Students waiting for parent pick-up during the day are 

asked to wait in front of the school/at office. 

 Strangers, those not wearing a visitors badge,  in the hall-

way or on the playground during the days are ap-

proached and asked if they ‘need help’? 
 Students should not bring Tylenol, Advil, Cough/cold 

medicine to school in their backpacks /lunch kits to self-

administer.  This should be brought to the office’s attention 

if a child requires medication throughout the day. 

 Safety procedures (fire drill, earthquake drill, lockdown 

drill) are practiced regularly. 

 Parents are asked NOT to use our student washrooms—

please  use the Special Needs Washroom.   

PLEASE UPDATE YOUR        

EMERGENCY   

     CONTACT                 

INFORMATION!                                      

If your phone     

number or          

emergency contact 

information has 

changed since   

September, please 

let the office know 

asap so we have 

the most current   

information in case 

of an emergency. 

Spring Cleaning? 

 

Each child will receive a green plastic bag on March 14th.  Over the break, clean out 

those closets, and help keep usable items out of landfills.   

Acceptable donation items include: 

 Men’s, Women’s, Children’s Clothing and shoes; 

 Clothing accessories: hats, mitts, scarves, ties; 

 Personal Accessories: Purses, wallets, fanny packs, bags; and,  

 Bath Towels, Sheets, Blankets, Pillows, Curtains. 

 

Each bag filled for this clothing drive will generate 

money for our school.  All bags can be dropped off 

at our school the week after Spring Break.    

(Additional bags can be found at the office.) 

 

Thank you to the Big Brothers Big  Sisters of the      

Okanagan for   

sponsoring this fund raiser. 



 

A huge thank you to our student teachers, Ms. Riddle, Mrs. Bonneteau, 

and Ms. Craig whose last day at our school will be March 9th.  During 

their time, they were supporting the instruction of our students, and 

learning along side their mentor teachers.  Thank you to Mrs. Crumb, Ms. 

Mimic, and Mrs. Koch for sharing your gifts and wisdom with these new 

professionals.  During their time at BME, our student teachers sponsored 

the lunch time Chess Club!  Thank you for promoting this extra-curricular 

activity for our students.  And on Thursday, March 8th, they will be        

celebrating with a ‘good-bye jump party and learn about the               

importance of being heart healthy’ JUMP ROPE FOR HEART event in the 

gym.  All students are invited to attend at lunch from 11:00 –11:30 to jump rope to the music 

and get their hearts pumping!  A donation for the Heart and Stroke Foundation are welcome! 

Thank you to our team 

players on both the 

boys and girls teams—

your confidence, and 

ability to learn new skills 

is applauded!  As well, 

thank you to our 

coaches, Mrs. Naka, 

Ms. Angeard, and Mrs. 

Dick for a fun-filled bas-

ketball  season at BME!  

T h a n k  y o u  t o               

Mr. Zuyderduyn for 

reffing.   


